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deed, it is, that much of this knowledge was not to
be acquired otherwise than by painful experience in
watching the operation of the Regulating Act in the-
country to which it was applied. All preceding legis-
lation had been vague, unstable, and contradictory.
The recent enactment, which was to regulate every-
thing, in its very first application threw all things into
worse disorder than before: and even after three explana-
tory acts had been passed, during my father's residence
in India, to modify and alter what was otherwise un-
intelligible, the said amended Act remained a very de-
fective piece of legislation after all; an opprobrium to
Government, a puzzle to lawyers and statesmen both
at home and abroad; and, though an inexplicable
riddle to all men besides, yet a sure weapon in the
grasp of a tyrannical faction hereafter. Meanwhile it
was by turns a nullity, or a bewildering and cruel
erabarassment to every responsible servant, whether of
the Supreme Court established by Government, or of
the East India Company, who acted under it in the
Indian presidencies. But the die was cast: my father
prepared for his voyage to India; all his fortunes were
embarked in that crazy ark, and all his prospects of pro-
fessional advancement in England wrecked and ruined
for ever. Years after his return from the East, as he
was passing one day through the Court of King's
Bench, Chief Justice Kenyon, who was then presiding,
said to him, " Ah, Impey! had you stayed at home,
you might now have been seated here."* Such were
the convictions of all the friends who best knew him,
and who were most capable of estimating his personal
accomplishments and professional qualifications.
Now, confining myself to a view of the less remark-
able portion of his history up to this period, I think it
may " safely " be left to the decision of any honest and
unprejudiced man, whether there is anything in the early
life of Sir Elijah Impey to justify the insinuation of Mr.
Macaulay, that, from his youth upward, Sir Elijah was
a mean and vicious character. I trust I have, on the
contrary, shown that, as a boy, he was high-spirited,
* Tor this anecdote I am indebted to the late eminent hamster,
Mr. Adolphus, who heard this honourahle testimony pronounced in open
court.